
CHRISTMAS DECOR: Ninth annual event 

Holiday home tour 
an inspiration 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

PELHAM - There’s no place like 
home, or homes, for the holidays. 

That's what more than 400 people 
proved Saturday during the Homes for 
the Holidays tour hosted by Fonthill 
United Church. 

With six homes and the church itself 
decorated to perfection, there was no 
shortage of ddcor delights to take in. 

People travelled from across Niagara 
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and beyond to participate in the ninth 
annual event. 

Pam Pettman of Burlington excitedly 
toured the homes alongside her daugh¬ 
ter, mother and sister. 

The family has made it a tradition 
to head out on home tours around the 
holidays to take in the latest trends in 
Christmas decor. 

“It’s a girls' day out,” Pettman said, 
adding they also take in lunch and often 
stop at the businesses of the participat¬ 
ing designers to peruse the pieces they 
just saw on display. 

Jill Molnar of Welland has been taking 
the tour annually for several years. This 
time around, she brought along neigh¬ 
bour Debbie Heus, who was eager to 
pick up some decorating dps. 
see HOME TOUR | page 3 


Stephanie Pettman and grandmother 
Diana Davies admire the Christmas tree 
at the Effingham home on display for the 
annual Homes for the Holidays tour held 
Saturday in Pelham. 
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■ ENVIRONMENT 

Pelham council seeks 
clarification for site bylaw 


SARAH FERGUSON 

PelhamNews Staff 

After making a long list of 
suggestions, town council 
directed staff to further review 
how to deal with a site altera¬ 
tion draft bylaw, Monday. 

Earlier tins year, staff pre¬ 
pared the draft bylaw to help 
protect the environment, 
maintain water quality as well 
as preserve natural heritage 
and archaeological features. 

Councillors were asked 
to evaluate four recommen¬ 
dations this week which 
addressed how to educate 
the public about the need 
to protect the environment, 
including water courses, 
ground water, agricultural 
and heritage lands, how to 
define and protect the envi¬ 
ronment, banning the impor¬ 
tation of construction waste 
and establish setbacks to pro¬ 
tect heritage landscapes. 

These recommendations 
came about as a result of 
discussion that took place 
during a committee-of-the- 
whole meeting on Nov. 5 
when councillors reviewed 
public comments on the draft 



Peter Papp 


kk 

The town needs to 
look at what other 
municipalities have 
done.” 


bylaw. At that meeting, Mayor 
Dave Augustyn acted as a 
facilitator, taking suggestions 
and filling out paper sheets 
that were posted on council 
chamber walls. 

The mayor and council¬ 


lors listed pros and cons of 
a site alteration bylaw such 
as berms made of question¬ 
able construction fill, risks 
to the environment, interfer¬ 
ence with farm practices, and 
questionable inspections. 

By placing dots on hand¬ 
written charts listing 18 
issues, councillors narrowed 
their concerns down to a set 
of specific issues. 

They included eliminat¬ 
ing unwanted berms, avoid¬ 
ing risks of interfering with 
normal farm practices, 
inspection and enforce¬ 
ment that respected rights of 
property owners, protection 
of environment particularly 
water courses, and protecting 

During Monday’s commit¬ 
tee meeting, councillors con¬ 
tinued their discussion and 
deliberated on a set of cri¬ 
teria to deal with the bylaw, 
which included the ease of 
implementation, the cost 
involved and the impact on 
the community. 

Augustyn questioned how 
the public can be educated 
about the bylaw, how to pro¬ 
tect the rights of landowners, 


the practicality of the pro¬ 
posed bylaw and whether or 
not it could be enforced. 

Other councillors felt that 
the information regarding the 
bylaw still needed clarifica¬ 
tion in order to continue the 
discussion process 

“The town needs to look 
at what other municipalities 
have done,” Ward 3 Coun. 
Peter Papp said. 

He said the jurisdiction 
of the bylaw is unclear and 
needs to be defined and staff 
need to be better educated 
and trained in order to “effec¬ 
tively present” information to 
the public. 

The committee recom¬ 
mended that town staff 
prepare a report for further 
clarification on how to define 
and protect the environment, 
how the town can implement 
the bylaw and how to protect 
landscape heritage. 

Darren Ottaway, chief 
administrative officer, said 
staff would “need time” to 
complete an up-to-date 
report which will be brought 
to council in January 2013. 

sarah.ferguson@sunmedia. ca 


Isn’t it Time to “Fall” 
in Loye with a New Home 


Christina 


905-323-7056 


RF//M&C 



■ NEWSPAPERS 

John Tobon new 
Tribune publisher 


PelhamNEWS Staff 

WELLAND — John Tobon 
has been named the new 
publisher of The Tribune, 
Inport News and Pelham 

kk 

I’m looking forward to 
new challenges as well 
as working with a great 
team and community.” 

John Tobon 

Tobon, who was born 
in Colombia and moved to 
Niagara as a youngster, took 
over Wednesday, Nov. 14. 

He joined Sun Media in 
2010 as regional advertising 
director, based out of The St. 
Catharines Standard. 

Tobon got started in the 
newspaper industry when he 
was 22 and attending Brock 
University. 

“I'm truly excited and hon¬ 
oured to take on the role of 
publisher. I’m looking for¬ 
ward to new challenges as 
well as working with a great 
team and community,” he 



John Tobon 

Julia Coles has been named 
the new advertising manager. 

She replaces Mike 
Cressman, who is now pub¬ 
lisher at The Niagara Falls 
Review. 

Originally from Welland, 
Coles began her newspaper 
career with The Tribune and 
has held several advertising 
positions with The Standard 
for more than 20 years. 

“I am looking forward to 
both the opportunities and 
challenges in the newspaper 
business as it undergoes its 
continuing evolution," she 

Ken Koyama is the new 
group publisher of the 
Brantford Expositor, Simcoe 
Reformer and three other titles. 
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Larry J. Gallant ; Financial Advisor 
1450 Pelham St Unit 4 
Fonthill, ON LOS 1E0 
Office: 905-892-2100 Cell: 905-650-4617 
larry.gallant@queensbury.com 


■ HOME TOUR 

Yearlong inspiration 


FROM PAGE 1 

Touring the homes offers 
amateur decorators inspira¬ 
tion not only for the holi¬ 
days, but also the rest of the 
year, Heus said. 

Along with picking up 
some helpful decor hints, 
Molnar said she enjoys 
attending the tour because 
it supports a great cause. 

Proceeds from the event, 
as well as the bake sale held 
at Fonthill United, support 
the church and its ongoing 
efforts in the community. 

Jo-Ann Dick of Wainfleet 
was on the hunt for ideas for 
her new fireplace mantel. 

Having taken the tour with 


her mother and sister nearly 
every year since its incep¬ 
tion, she said she knew she 
could count on seeing some 
innovative ideas. 

Tour co-chair Carolyn van 
der Sluis believes for many 
families the tour marks the 
unofficial start of the holi¬ 
day season. 

“It’s one of the first events 
of the Christmas season. 
It sets people off,” she said 
lightheartedly while taking a 
brief break from selling tour 
tickets in the church foyer. 

“The houses are all so 
beautifully decorated, how 
could you not get in the 
Christmas spirit?” 


She credited the design¬ 
ers for their stunning efforts 
and thanked the homeown¬ 
ers for opening the doors to 
their abodes. 

But the event would not 
be possible without the 
countless volunteers who 
make it a success, van der 
Sluis said. 

It took about 70 vol- 

smoothly on Saturday, as 
well as a wealth of addi¬ 
tional volunteer bakers who 
contributed to the church's 
bake sale. 

maryanne.flrth@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @mflrthTribune 



MARYANNE FIRTH Staff Photo 

Jo-Ann Dick looks for Christmas decoration ideas while touring the Line Ave. home on the 
annual Homes for Holidays tour held Saturday In Pelham. 



MARYANNE FIRTH Staff Photo 

Jill Molnar and Debbie Heus, both of Welland, are inspired by the decorations at the 
Meadowvale Dr. home on display Saturday on the annual Homes for the Holidays tour. 


MARYANNE FIRTH Staff Photo 

Shannon Tufford, of St. Catharines, looks over some of the many decorations found in the 
Meadowvale Dr. home on display Saturday during the annual Homes for the Holidays tour. 
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■ MAYORAL VIEW 

Pedestrian safety on Pelham Street 


■perspective 

Lecture required 
on overspending 


\I\J hen Bank of Canada Governor Mark 

V V Cameymeetswithourpremieisin 
Halifax this week, we trust he will scold them over 
their fiscal incompetence. 

The handbasket has damned near reached 
hell. 

While the gathering has been called the 
Council of the Federation International Economic 
Forum, with the focus on global economic issues 
that can impact our provinces and territories, 
Carney must also zero in on homefront idiocy. 

A perfect example? Alberta Premier Alison 
Redfbrd’s gobsmacking swing to the left by 
announcing she is abandoning the Progressive 
Conservative’s proud history of debt freedom to 
suddenly load up the credit card. 

We warned of this in support of the Wildrose 
Party’s small-c conservatism during the Alberta 
election, of course, but obviously not enough 


\/\l hat should we do to help increase 

V V pedestrian safety on Pelham St.? 

Acouple of years ago, parents from Glynn A. 
Green School implored council to increase the 
safety of children walking to and from school 
along Pelham St 

They highlighted traffic counts that estimated 
10,000vehicles drove past the school every 
weekday. They also reminded council about 
a woman who was tragically killed over 12 
years ago while she jogged on the road’s gravel 
shoulder. 

Council reacted swiftly. We approved a new 
traffic signal at Port Robinson to calm traffic and 
to help pedestrians cross; we approved a new 
sidewalk from Elizabeth to Brock St (on the west 
side of Pelham); we approved an engineering 
study for the reconstruction of Pelham St from 
Port Robinson to Quaker; and we earmarked 
$2.5 million in future budgets (starting at $1.5 
million in 2013) for the road’s reconstruction— 
including sidewalks, curbs, new storm sewers, 
and new water lines. 

After completing the first two items, staff 



asked council whether Pelham St. from College 
to Port Robinson should also be reconstructed; 
if so, staff suggested that new bike lanes be 
installed in that section (to fulfill the Region's 
bikeways master plan) and that the hydro lines 
be buried. The estimated cost was an additional 
$400,000 and council agreed. 

When the engineering design and 
construction estimate came back this fall at 
$6.5 million — two-and-a-half times more 
than the estimate — all were surprised and 
disheartened. Hus work would consume all of 
the $2 million (on average) that we invest each 
year in major road projects. 

Given that staff believes the road surface 
remains in great shape, staff began looking at 


What about following the new design but 
install only the sidewalk now? The new sidewalk 
would have been installed at a different level 
than the current land’s contours, impeded storm 
water flow, and obstructed future storm sewers 
and waterlines. 

On Nov. 6, staff suggested a couple of 
solutions for an estimated $150,000: install a 
traffic signal at Pancake to help ease traffic flow 
and mate it easier for pedestrians to cross; 
install rumble strips along the both sides of the 
existing road surface (like on the edge of the 
QEW) to warn drivers to stay off the shoulder; 
install a 1.5 metre asphalt strip on both sides of 
the road for pedestrians and cyclists. 

Council will review these suggestions during 
our capital budget meeting on Monday, Nov. 

26; I hope you trill provide your suggestions 
and feedback to Council and me before that 
discussion. 

You may contact Mayor Dave Augustyn at 
mayordave@pelham.ca or read past columns 
atwww.pelhammayordave.blogspot.com. 


It is inconceivable, and unnecessary, for 
Alberta to think it has to go to the bank to borrow 
money. Its unemployment rate of 4.5% is less than 
the record national low of 5.9% in2007, and a full 
three points less than today's national average of 
7.5%. 

And it has all that crude. 

One would think that unless Alison Redford 
had gone to school solely for recess she would 
have learned a lesson from Ontario and Quebec 
who idiotically thought they could spend theft- 
way to prosperity by maxing out the credit card 
without giving much thought to the cost of paying 
it back if a recession hit 

And look at them now. 

If Mark Camey wants to save Alberta from itself 
a little public embarrassment at the premiers' 
meeting might go a long way towards giving 
Alison Redford pause. 

Because Alberta is so revenue rich, its spending 
has always been over the top compared to 
provinces without a bottomless barrel of natural 
resources. 

And that’s the problem. 

It is difficult to divorce constituents from the 
style to which they have grown accustomed, like 
teachers who make 20% more than educators 
anywhere else. 

But when you are a have-province, constantly 
going to the bank is the surest way of becoming a 
have-not province. 

Ask Ontario, the economic engine of Canada 
back when Alberta was still primitive frontier 

Now it’s in that hand basket on its way to hell. 


Aging and the problem of TV remotes 


Ut~! 

Hi 
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that the earlier people retire, the more 
quickly theft memories decline.” 

Well, this is not an encouraging thing. 

Amie's been retired for eight years already. 

That would suggest that he’s already eight 
years stupider than the people who stayed on in 
the job. And he thought he was so smart when he 
went out the door saying, “See you in the outside 
world, you poor bunch of sad-sacks.” 

Who’s the sad-sack now? 

The thing about this study that is most 
discouraging has got to be the feet his wife agrees 
with it “Oh, yeah, Am,” she nods. “You can't have 
even half of what you had eight years ago..." 

“And you weren’t all that sharp then.” 

The one encouraging thing (sort of) is that 
she’s been making the same suggestion to him 
every year since he turned 40. 

Because his mind is apparently losing another 
half step every year, he can’t rightly recall with the 
dead perfect mental precision he had when he 
was 20, but he's reasonably sure that on or about 
his 41st birthday, he may have heard nearly those 
exact same words: “You can’t have even half of 
what you had as little as five years ago. And you 
weren’t all that sharp then.” 

So maybe the retirement isn't even the 
problem. Maybe he’s just slipping behind the 
play a little bit every year, and soon enough he 
won't even be able to see the rest of the players. 

Am reads on, hoping for some hopeful 



signs. He can feel how slowly he’s reading, 
and now understands how little he is actually 
comprehending, because this article is telling 
him that’s just the way it is. 

“Maybe there’s something in here to tell me 
some way to counteract the devastating effects 
of this retirement disease from which I suffer so 
acutely.” His slow-footed mind is fumbling to 
locate one tiny morsel of hope in the hopeless 
and barren landscape spread out there in front 
of him on the top left comer of page 22, right 
under the date and name of the section, “Food 
for Thought” 

He does stumble onto something, too. 

“If you do crossword puzzles...” it reads. 

Breathlessly, he staggers on, smelling the hint 
of a waft of some kind of rescue from his isle of 


“If you do crossword puzzles," it says, “you 
get better at crossword puzzles. There is no sign 
that mastering thesekindsof activities improves 


In the end, Old Am manages to find at least 
one positive in the exercise. 

“Positives?" you might ask. “What positives?” 

Well, even though you might be a whiz at 
crossword puzzles, Amie won’t be out there 
alone on the sinking ship. You’re going down too. 


annoying editorial piece which, thankfully, is 

He draws a conclusion that, “Whatever this 
rotten newspaper article has to say, and even if 
they'd have me back, what with my slowed-down 
brain cells and all, I still ain’t going back to work.” 

And he sets the paper down with one haunting 
smudge of anxiety left, the way newsprint leaves 
a slight smear on the tips on your fingers: 

“My wife retired a coupla years after me. I’m 
concerned about her somethin' awful." 

Like a single ray of sunshine on a field of wheat 
flattened in a summer storm, his natural nobility 
and compassion come shining through the way 
they always do. 

“What if she starts to get really stupid, too?” he 
worries. “Whatasadthftrgthatwouldbe. Justthe 
thought alone mates me feel terrible. Because 
our television has a lot of wires running into it 
and we have about 27 remote controls, and every 
one of those controls has 20 buttons on it 

“If she gets stupid, too, who’s going to turn on 
the TV?" 
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UNIFORMS: Elementary schools issue goes to vote Nov. 27 ■ CHARITY 


Catholic dress code nears last stage 


WELLAND - A plan to 
adopt a standardized dress 
code for Niagara Catholic 
elementary school students 
comes to a board vote Nov. 
27. 


It’s the last step in a process 
opposed by some parents 
who say the board should 
have allowed parents to vote 
on the issue. 

They say the mandatory 
clothes could be too costly for 
some families. 

"All of the meetings and 
discussion about this new 
policy have been in public, 
open to the public to attend,” 
Niagara Catholic District 
School Board education 
director John Crocco said. 

“It’s been clearly posted on 
our website ... it’s been very 
open and transparent" 

The dress code process 
started last year, with letters 
sent out last spring to 21,000 
families with students in the 
board, asking them for feed¬ 
back. In May, changes were 
incorporated by a board com¬ 
mittee into a draft policy. 


Crocco said another letter 
was sent out to families invit¬ 
ing input, with many other 
stakeholders involved and 
responses weighed. 

With some commit¬ 
tee changes since then, the 

stage — the 
November 
board 
meeting. 

Not all 
parents are 
pleased 
by a policy 
that gener¬ 
ally calls for 
navy blue plants and a navy 
blue or white top. 

West Lincoln resident Sarah 
VanDerLee is part of a parents 
group opposed to the move 
and who plan to make their 
case to trustees on Nov. 27. 

In an e-mail, VanDerLee, 
who has with two children in 
the Catholic system, said a 
dress code “is an additional 
and unnecessary expense that 
many families will not be able 
to afford.” 

“The board claims they 



will financially assist families 
in need,” she said. “Parents 
should not be forced to ask 
for what will clearly be unaf¬ 
fordable to many.” 

She called the initiative 
misguided, with efforts better 
directed to getting additional 
resources in schools. She said 
the board should let parents 
vote on the matter. 

Crocco responded to criti¬ 
cisms made by VanDerLee 
and some parents. 

He said the process has 
allowed for open feedback 
and suggestions from parents 
and others. 

The required clothing can 
be bought wherever a family 

As for cost issues, Crocco 
said families in need will be 
assisted in various ways. That 
includes clothing trade-in 
and exchange days and other 
items donated by parents 
of children no longer in the 
school system. 

If passed, the policy will 
be communicated to fami¬ 
lies and implemented next 
September. 

don.jraser@sunmedia.ca 


Reaping the rewards 
of Sleep Cheap event 


And as always, 
reaped the rewards. 

The ninth annual 
Sleep Cheap, Charities 
Reap event is in ’ 
books, and while 
Mayor Jim 
Diodati - one 
of the found¬ 
ers—says final 


last year’s 
tally of nearly 
$176,000. 

“It went great,” 
he said. “The timing this year 
worked great in that it hap¬ 
pened during the Winter 
Festival of Lights, and it hap¬ 
pened with a (school) PD 
day. We haven’t had a PD day 


in three years during Sleep 
Cheap.” 

The uniquely local fund- 


try and allows local 
residents to book rooms 
far below the normal rate: 

$35 for a basic room, $45 
for a Fallsview room, $65 
for a whirlpool room and 
$85 for rooms including 
awaterpark. 

It ran for five nights 
this year, Nov. 11 to 
15. Twenty-five hotels 
participated. 

“It really comes down 
to the generosity of the hote¬ 
liers,” said Diodati. “Without 
them, there would be no Sleep 

"There’s no financial gain 
for them. It’s purely a ‘giving 
back’ opportunity.” 



Last year’s total pushed 
the event over the $1 million 
mark for its first eight cam¬ 
paigns. A key to its success, 
stressed Diodati, is knowing 
“every penny” raised goes 
towards charities: No admin¬ 
istrative costs, no marketing 
fees. Hotels also have the 
ability to choose which char¬ 
ity they’d like to donate to. 

“One hundred percent of 
the funds go back to the com¬ 
munity, and I think that’s the 
part that rings well." 

The event’s bylaws also 
forbid any charity from 
receiving funds two years in 
a row. This prevents groups 
from counting on and bud¬ 
geting the money every year, 
said Diodati. 

“We don’t ever want to 
become just a line item for 
any charity. We want it to be 
impactful and game-chang¬ 
ing for different charities.” 

john.1aw@sunmedia.ca 
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Teamwork, CPR saves student in distress 



she hit the change room, 
she wasn’t feeling like 

“I looked in the mirror 




“When I did, her breath- 
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■ NIAGARA EMS: Paramedics will be cruising in taller, smarter vehicles 



New Mercedes-Benz 
ambulances ready to roll 


KARENA WALTER 

QMI Agency Niagara 

ST. CATHARINES — Taller, 
sleeker, smarter ambulances are 
starting to hit the region's roads 
in a move Niagara Emergency 
Medical Services expects will 
save money and leave less of an 
environmental footprint. 

“We’re excited about these 
new vehicles. There’s a lot of 
benefits,” said Allen McKay, 
Niagara EMS associate director 
of administration. “They’re a 
safer vehicle for our medics and 
it’s going to be a more comfort¬ 
able ride for our patients.” 

McKay, who’s in charge of the 
EMS fleet, said nine new ambu¬ 
lances will be on the road by 
the end of November or early 
December as part of an annual 
replacement process that sees 
ambulances 4 V6 to five years 
old replaced. 

But this year, Niagara EMS 
has gone with a different auto¬ 
maker, opting for Mercedes- 
Benz over Ford since Ford 
has discontinued its model 
equipped with a diesel engine. 

McKay said Niagara EMS 
wanted to stick with diesel 
because it offers better fuel 
mileage and longer engine 
life. After putting out ten¬ 
ders, it chose the Mercedes- 
Benz model from a vendor in 
Saskatchewan. 

Niagara EMS has 38 ambu¬ 
lances that cover the entire 
region and eventually they will 
all be decommissioned for the 
new models. 


McKay said at any given time, 
there are 22 ambulances on 
the road and 26 at peak capac¬ 
ity. They drive more than two 
million kilometres a year and 
answer more than 80,000 calls. 

"It does take the wear and 
tear on our vehicles.” 

McKay said the new vehicles 
are cleaner, with zero emis¬ 
sions and have better anti-lock 
brakes, stability control, front- 
impact airbags and a security 
system in which the ignition is 
disabled. 

They also require less fre¬ 
quent preventative mainte¬ 
nance, at 10,000 or 12,000 kilo¬ 
metres versus the current 6,000 
kilometres. 

The smaller vehicles are taller 
so medics are able to stand — a 
problem for some of the taller 
members of Niagara EMS in the 
older vehicles. 

McKay said the chassis cost 
between $140,000 and $150,000 
— the majority of the cost being 
the conversion of putting the 
box on the back. 

“The cost benefits to going 
with this platform are just over¬ 
whelming,” McKay said. “When 
you’re driving over two mil¬ 
lion kilometres a year over our 
region, which is 1,850 square 
kilometres, that’s a huge geog¬ 
raphy to cover with 38 ambu¬ 
lances. It made sense to move 
in this direction, look at doing 
things differently and trying to 
save money.” 

McKay said there won’t be 
significant fuel reductions in 
the first year because there 


are only nine models on the 
road, but as more vehicles 
are replaced, fuel and repair 
maintenance savings should be 
realized. 

By the end of last week, three 
of the new-style ambulances 
were expected to be in service. 
The rest are at the fleet centre 
in Welland, where they are 
being commissioned to be put 
on the road. 

It’s a process that takes about 
two weeks per ambulance, as 
radio packages and provincial 
infrastructure is moved from 
the old vehicle into the new. 

While it usually takes about 
a year from ordering a new 
ambulance to having it on the 
road, McKay said it’s taken a 
little longer this time because 
Niagara EMS had to train all 
300 of its paramedics to use the 
new configuration at the back 
of the ambulance. 


karena. walter@sunmedia. ca 

2,000,000 

kilometres Niagara EMS covers 

80,000 

calls Niagara EMS responds to 


38 


Niagara EMS fleet 


■ EDUCATION: Get a sneak peek at The Wizard of Oz 

ND puts spotlight on arts 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

WELLAND — Notre Dame College I 
School students are ready to sing, act I 
and dance their way into the commu- I 
oily's heart 

The Smith St. high school is hosting I 
its annual Spotlight on the Arts show- I 
case on Thursday, Nov. 22, tom 7 p.m. [ 
to 9 p.m. in its Leon Theatre. 

The event highlights the work done I 
by students in the school’s arts pro- I 
grams, with dance and musical perfor- I 
mances, scenes and monologues and a 
visual arts display. 

Notre Dame’s award-winning jazz, 

„. „ „ „ 

peek at this spring's school musical, The Notre Dame Col lege School students, 

Wizard of Oz. including Breton Lalama, will showcase 

Admission to the event is $5. AH funds their skills today during the school's annual 
support the school's arts programs. Spotlight on the Arts celebration 




Cosmetics Christmas Qda 

jTHurscfay November 29, 2012^ 
4:00-8:00 m 

Receive 20 % Off 

T ALL Cosmetic, Skincare and Fragrance purchases 

“Spin the wheel” to WIN Great Prizes 1 

Lise Watier and Elizabeth Arden Make-i 
Artists will create a Holiday look for you 



Gift-with-purchase** Basket Draws 
FREE Refreshments and Much More! 
HELP Support “Pelham Cares” 

by donating food or toiletry items. 






’w 


SHOPPERS 

DRUGMART 
Fonthill Plaza 
905-892-5791 ext: 42 

’Excludes Sale Items ’’Minimum purchase applies, while quantities las 
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■ PELHAM LIBRARY: Another chapter in Nancy Ward’s creative endeavours 


Atree-mendous 
display of books 


MARYANNE FIRTH Along with the uncon- 



Ward has taken on the she loves so dearly into a 
challenge of creating a tree decoration that has gener- 
made entirely of out-of-cir- ated so much attention, 
culation reading materials. 

But this year, she upped maryanne.ftrth@sunmedia.ca 
the ante. Twitter: @mfirthTribune 



oral wellness for the entire family 

fonbhill 

Dr. Louis Albanese DDS 




In office Denturist 
Carmelo Cino DD 


COMPLETE 
FAMILY DENTAL CARE 
FRIENDLY STAFF 

NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES 
ALWAYS WELCOME! 
EVENING APPOINTMENTS 
AVAILABLE 

1440 Pelham St., Fonthill 

can 905-892-6322 

Ti/e 'Ct yoAC you, i&ztoMr to 

Smite! 

E 53 
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■ BASKETBALL: Christie named to prestigious QUA post 


Refereeing the referees 


JIM WALLACE 

QMI Agency Niagara 



ing,” he said. 

Among his responsibilities 
will be the development of 
officials, assigning officials to 
games and evaluation of offi¬ 
cials. He will also make selec¬ 
tions as to which officials 
from his panel could referee 
at the men’s and women’s 
Canadian Interuniversity 
Sports championships. 

Needless to say, he was 


slightly more than excited 
when he received the news. 



the Olympics and was an 
NCAA referee and also a site 
evaluator for NBA.” 

His first bit of advice.? 

"‘We have a tripleheader 
and if you want to be out 
of here by 11 o’clock, you’ll 
learn how to blow your 
whistle.’ I learned about 
advantage-disadvantage in 

He became involved in 
the administrative end while 
working in sales in radio in 
Saint John, N.B., serving as 


president and vice-president 
of the officials association 



actually agreed,” he said with 



6 fh Annual 

Children's Gingerbread 
House Contest 


December 9, 20121:00 pm 

RULES: Children - Age 5 to 14 may 
enter. Prizes will be awarded to age 
categories, 5 to 7,8 and 11 to 14 years old. 

Make your own Gingerbread House from 
Scratch or use a Kit. 

Base must be no larger than 12x16 inches. 



> . ^ 188-A West St Port Colbome 

fjowevt giege* m > 905 . 835-2155 


Everything must be edible. 

Awards based on Creativity and Originality. 

Meet Santa & the Gingerbread Man too ! 


Bring your gingerbread house entry to the Fonthill 
Legion, Hwy. 20 by 1:00 pm on Sunday, 
December 9, 2012 Judging Begins at 2:00 pm 


3D 

Tom Christie 
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WE SERVICE 

ALL MAKES & MODELS 


BREW & WINE SUPPLIES 

‘fcm 

BREW MASTER 



BOB REID 

Heating & Air Conditioning 

Residential - Commercial 

905-892-7787 


www.winegarden.ca 


Visit us at 191 Highway 20 East in 

Fonthill (at Rice Road) 



jRotms - 

— 

concreteE| 


• Patio’s • Stamp Concrete 


• Finishing • Sidewalks • Driveways 

• Foundation Walls • Home Additions 

— 

Call 289-821-0473 


Home Improvements 

Quality Work @ Fair Prices 


• Basement, Bath & Kitchen 
Renovations Big and Small 
• Hardwood Flooring 

• Ceramics 

• Laminate 

• Painting 

• Creative Decks 
& Fencing 

jwarden58@gmail.com 
Cell: 905-399-2890 
Niagara Region 
289-820-5421 

Fully Insured 
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At Commisso’s our breads are made from 
only tVie freshest ingredients, and our 
Master Bakers bake things the old fashioned 
traditional way...from scratch. 


COMMISSO S 

FRESH FOODS 

yOe m youx Holiday tnWiamng St oral 


Florida 
Red Grapefruit 

Product of USA 


Fresh Baked from Scratch 

Calabrese & French 
Baguettes 


Tate Vine Difference! 
•Packed with Vitamin C 
• Rich in potassium 
•Low in calories (42 per ioo S ) 

• Rich in flavonoid antioxidants 
especially lycopene which can 
protect against UV rays 


Andy Boy 

Romaine 

Hearts 

Product of USA 


Fresh Bone In 

Pork Butt/Blade 
Chops or Roast 

. Family Pack 


Boulder Canyon 

Potato Chips 

Assorted Varieties 


13.21/kg 


Maple Leaf Prime 
Air Chilled 
Chicken Thighs or 
Chicken Drumsticks 

Family Pack 


Want to see even more savings? 

Visit CommissosFreshFoods.com 
▲ and click on the flyer icon to 
w see all of our weekly specials! 


6161 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls, ON 
Mon-Sat 7am to 8pm • Sun 8am to 7pm 


1 SAT 

SUN 

1 MON 1 

TUE 

1 WED 

1 24 

25 

1 26 | 

27 

| 28 
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■ MUNICIPAL FINANCE: Region debate not expected to hold up budget 

What to do with 
$1.8 million? 


JEFF BOLICHOWSKI 

QMI Agency Niagara 

THOROLD — Regional council's 
budget fumbling could leave $1.8 million 
in limbo through November. 

Councillors backtracked at a budget 
meeting in October on a move by Port 
Colbome Coun. David Barrick to use the 
money, dug up as savings from rate pro¬ 
grams, to slash taxes 0.6%. 

They hit reverse when staff told them 
that would unbalance the capital budget, 
throwing the money back into the 
Region’s list of big projects. 

In the confusion, councillors pointed 
fingers on both sides, with some sug¬ 
gesting they didn’t originally know what 
they passed and others claiming the new 
move broke council rules. But toe region 
is hoping to settle the matter by asking 
councillors to push the debate off to Nov. 
29 for a more fblsome discussion. 

“I don’t think the residents and the 
taxpayers of Niagara want to see council¬ 
lors wrangling over procedure. They want 
results,” Barrick said. 


He said the proposal to move the 
debate came after a meeting between 
himself, chief administrative officer 





budget. He said waiting for a more thor¬ 
ough debate gives them the chance to see 
where they can cut. 

“This sort of identifies some particular 
projects we can pull out and take a look 

A memo from Trojan said council broke 
its own rules by slugging the $1.8 mil¬ 
lion back into the capital budget on the 
spot. The procedural 
bylaw — basically the 
rulebook council must 
follow — says coun¬ 
cillors have to give 24 
hours’ notice and have 
a staff report before 
they vote on spending 
more than $1 million. 

But Trojan ruled the 
move, which is still a 
recommendation and 
has yet to be adopted 
by council, was valid anyway. 

“It's not worth the added frustration to 
go through saying, it was valid, it wasn’t 
valid,” he said. 

Asked if the delay would hold up the 
budget, he said: "We hope not” 

He said the region is trying to get details 
to councillors ahead of time. 
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From left, artists Kimberly Makkteel, Lenka Kamenicky, Eddie Papez, Beverly Sneath, 
Divino Mucciante and Toye Chanpen Hayes were busy planning the last-minute details 
Thursday for the Village Artists at Fonthill United Church on Nov. 24, from 10 a.m. To 5 p.m. 

Inaugural art show 
celebrates the season 


SARAH FERGUSON 
PelhamNEWS Staff 

FONTHILL — Experience a world 
of culture and stunning masterpieces 
created by six local artists from the 
Pelham and Welland area. 

The inaugural Village Artists Art 
Show and Christmas Tea is a chance to 
view a variety of the arts — everything 
from paintings, to art photography, 
prints, cards and small items such 
as jewelry and hand-decorated wine 
glasses — at Fonthill United Church, 
said organizer and artist Beverly 
Sneath. 

“It's the first time this event is being 
held and I’m very excited,” said the 
artist, who has been painting for more 
than 20 years. 

Along with Sneath’s work, artists 
Robert Magee, Toye Chanpen Hayes, 
Eddy Papez, Kimberly Makkreel and 



w *What 

WHENwhy? 

Who 

The Village Artists 

What 

The Village Artists Art Show and 
Christmas Tea 

When 

Saturday, Nov. 24 

Where 

Fonthill United Church, 42 Church Hill, 
Fonthill 


The art show is an excellent oppor¬ 
tunity to support those in-need, as 
well as get a head start on holiday 
shopping, Sneath added. 

sarah.ferguson@sunmed.ia. ca 

®_»s 





Your world... Your news 24/7 

Breaking news just a click away 


visit rffiTift ca 


Groomlngdale’s 


GROOMINGDALES 

FONTHILL 


905 892-5483 

Fonthill Shopping Plaza facebook.com/FonthiIlgroomingdales 


SAY GOODBYE TO... 
Your Unwanted Hair With 

LASER HAIR REMOVAL 
3lreatments For Only *99 

Choose one from the following: 

• Upper Lip • Bikini Line 

• Chin • Neck 

• Cheeks • Underarms 

Reg Price $70 • $100 per treatment 

Hair Removal Treatment for the 
top of feet and Toes included 
FREE with each $99 package 


LASIK 


vision> 

C NIAGARA FALLS 


Director of Aesthetic Services 
Celebrating over 20,000 procedures 


lasikprovision.com 6800 Morrison St. 

905.371.3217 or 1.888.510.2020 


pelhamnews.ca 
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■ COLLISIONS: After two years of decline, serious wrecks up in 2012 


Traffic fatalities on rise in Niagara 


DAN DAKIN 

QMI Agency Niagara 

Fatal collisions on roads patrolled by 
Niagara Regional Police for the first 10 
months of 2012 are up by more than 


30% over the same period last year 
Now it’s up to police and Niagara 
Region's transportation department to 
figure out why. 

From the beginning of January until 
the end of October, 18 fatal collisions 


dealt with by the NRP resulted in 21 
deaths and 24 life-threatening injuries. 
That’s up tarn 16 fotalities a year earlier 
and 14 from the same period in 2010. 

"We constantly batde with this every 
year, trying to figure out how to bring 


72 


ALL YOU CAN EAT 




■ /.* 


RIBS 

AFTER 4 PM 




Choose From 5 Amazing Sauces! 



Fonthill Shopping Plaza, HWY#20, Fonthill, ON Tel: 905 892 4949 


our numbers down,” Sgt Darrin Forbes 
of the NRP’s traffic services division 
said. "We look at trends—is it a time of 
day, a month? We look at everything to 
try to find a solution.” 

Though the numbers are up for 2012 
compared to the past two years, that 
may not tell the whole story. There 
were 27 fotalities over the same period 
in 2009 and 29 in 2008. 

Over the past 10 years, there has gen¬ 
erally been a decrease in the number of 
fotalities on Niagara roads. 

“Technology plays into it,” Forbes 
said. "We have a lot of collisions where, 
a fewyears ago, people may have died, 
but because of things like side-impact 
airbags and anti-lock braking, you’re 


The numbers may also have some¬ 
thing to do with the three-pronged 
approach to dealing with serious colli¬ 
sions. While the police are responsible 
for enforcement, the region and lower- 
tier municipalities are responsible for 
improving road engineering and all are 
tasked with educating the public. 

Back in 2003, public concern over an 
increase in serious collisions led to the 
creation of the Regional Niagara Road 
Safety Committee, made up of offi¬ 
cials from the region, police and CAA. 
They formed with the goal of figuring 
out ways to bring the numbers down, 
and they’ve since been joined by other 
agencies such as the OPP, Niagara EMS 
and Ministry of Transportation. 

“The idea is through a co-ordinated 
effort we can try to turn these statistics 
around,” said Joe Cousins, the region’s 


transportation director. “It was going 
quite well, but we're starting to become 
concerned again because the trend 
looks like it’s starting to turn around 

Ontario's traffic collision numbers 
are good compared to the rest of North 
America, but Niagara is lagging com¬ 
pared to the rest of the province. 

“There’s some thought it might be 
because we’re a tourist area or because 
of the percentage of rural roads,” 
Cousins said. 

Forbes said rural roads present a 
major danger in Niagara. 

"They have 80-km/h posted limits, 
they're windy and bumpy and people 
drive fast,” he said. “A place like West 
Lincoln has more fatalities per capita, 
but when you look at the amount of 
rural roads, you understand why it 
happens.” 



REGIONAL NIAGARA ROAD 
SAFETY COMMITTEE 

■ Formed in 2003 to address 
concerns over rise in serious 
collisions 

■ Original members included NRPS, 
Niagara Region public works, 
public health and CAA 

■ Also on board now are OPP, 
Ministry of Transportation, Niagara 
EMS and Niagara Parks Police 
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■ HEALTH CARE: One new hospital is not enough, says Niagara Health Coalition rep 

It doesn’t make sense’ 


ALLAN BENNER 

PelhamNEWS Staff 

Health Minister Deb Matthews 
should not be “bullying” local commu¬ 
nities for expressing their disappoint¬ 
ment in plans for hospital restructur¬ 
ing in Niagara, says Sue Hotte of the 
Niagara Health Coalition. 

She was referring to comments from 
the minister published in the past two 
weeks, warning that if Niagara’s munic¬ 
ipal leaders continue to disagree about 
a southern-tier hospital, it will make it 
difficult to justify spending millions of 
dollars to build it 

Niagara Health System supervi¬ 
sor Kevin Smith has recommended 
building a single hospital site for 'south 
Niagara’ in Niagara Falls. It has led to 
continued opposition from several 
south Niagara communities, including 
Welland. 

During an economic summit held 
recently in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Matthews said it’s difficult to jus¬ 
tify investing in a community that is 
divided. 

"It’s many, many millions of dollars 
that we’d be looking to the commu¬ 
nity to contribute to the hospital," she 
said. “And if we don’t have assurances 
that the community is there, that does 
make it more difficult” 

It’s a warning Smith has previously 
shared with Niagara. 

In an interview last week, Smith said 
Matthews was merely stating fact 

“Why would one wish to make an 
investment in a community that isn’t 
aligned, when there are so many that 
really are?” he asked. “I don’t think 
that’s threatening. I think that’s com¬ 
pletely stating the obvious." 

He stressed that Matthews is not a 
“bulfy.” 

“Anyone who has worked with 
Minister Matthews can talk about her 
integrity and style. She is a consen¬ 
sus-builder, she is a great listener, she 
speaks very thoughtfully and examines 
issues very broadly, and she’s always 
willing to hear the alternative view.” 

He said Matthews primary focus 
is on providing the best services to 
patients, as well as the best working 
environment for hospital staff 

Hotte said the threats are unfair 
because the recommendation for a 
single new hospital was flawed from 
the beginning. 

"If you look at the southern part 
of Niagara, it’s over 200,000 people,” 
said the Fort Erie resident. "And it’s 
spread over a feirfy large area. To me, 
it doesn't make sense to say one hos¬ 
pital will meet all the needs of those 
people. As far as I’m concerned, the 
major centres do need to have their 
own hospitals, like Welland, Niagara 
Falls and St Catharines." 

In a media release issued last week, 
Natalie Mehra, director of the Ontario 


Health Coalition, said the process hospital supervisor set up the munici- whether dosing five sites was a good Hotte said she doubts that a 
regarding developing a new hospital pal leaders to debate about the loca- idea in the first place, and before the hospital will be built anyway. 

“has been deeply problematic.” tionofthefictionalnewhospitalbefore Health Ministry has even approved a 

“The health minister's appointed anyone was even consulted about new hospital,” she said. 



|Num bers Of These Loca Ih^Own ed 'Busin esses 
For*YpuifService& Shopping Nee tls^l ^ 


Having Electrical Problems? 
Get reliable professional service 
at a reasonable price 


No Job Is Too Small! 

Commercial • Industrial Residential 
• Service panel upgrades • New wiring-rewiring 
• Energy Efficient upgrades • Troubleshooting & Repairs 

Electrical 


J&S 


Telephone • 905-892-4271 


(Eai&jmCBGmHxSfe 


Niagara’s Experts in Concrete Problems 
State-of-The-Art Product & Techniques 

o Water Stoppage 
o Inside & Outside Repair 
o Concrete rehabilitation 
oParging, Repair 
o Concrete Toppings 
o Block & Brick Repair 


MASONRY & 
CONSTRUCTION 

In Business over 30 Years 


Brick • Block • Stone • Concrete 
Additions • Home Repairs • Chimney Specialists 


Tel: 905-892-1924 
Cell: 289-241-4767 


www.caltronconcrete.ca . 

5933 Swayze Dr., Niagara Falls, ON 

OCCUPY THIS'SPACE 

For Only $ 21 00 
Per Week 
Based on 13 Weeks 
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LAMPMMS 


I i i li \ ill li i; I 




1ZHHE HUESY 



November 23rd 9 AM- 9 PM 

CLOSED - Thursday November 22 n 

at noon to prepare 


40% OFF 

• Selected Sofa's 

• Love Seats 

• Recliners 


60% OFF 

• Hutches & Buffetts 

• Tables 

• Fireplace 
entertainment units 



• Granite tables • Corner Cabinets 


All items on sale: Cash & Carry 

Many Other Discounted Scratch & Dent & Pre Owned Items also on Sale 



FREE DELI VERY 

Hours: Mon.-Tues. 9-6, Wed.-Sat. 9-5, Thurs.-Fri. 9-9, Sun. Noon-4 

LAMPMANS 


i ii it \ i t ii it i: 



728 Canboro Rd. Fenwick • Iampmanfurniture.com • 892-4701 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Online: pelhamnews.classifiedextra.ca Email: placeit@classifiedextra.ca 


Networ 




ADVERTISE ACROSS ONTARIO OR ACROSS THE COUNTRY! 

For more information contact your local newspaper. 



illSrrSS la^olmTcarrier^ van'division 

lis HIP ipsss 


ESSrJsrE s-T * ! 

SS&85 ~ Z t. .--- 

admissions@canscribe com 1 -800-566-6899 Ext 4C 
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of tomorrow. www.OntarioClassifiedAds.com. Autf 
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Connect with Ontarians - extend your busi 
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■ PROPERTYVALUES: ‘We’re slow and steady’ 

Assessing Niagara’s modest MPAC increases 



years. moderate locally than the MPAC reports the aver- jumping up and down saying 






— with files from QMI Agency 



IMSlsraiMH 

1.2 million Canadians -1 in 25 - carry the gene for cystic fibrosis. 


C0> 


Canadian Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation 


1-800-378-CCFF www.cysticfibrosis.ca 
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As Seen On 

DrOZ!, 


Effective relief for sore 
irritated throats 
Enhanced immune i 
function 


1 Broad spectrum support for viruses, bacteria, 
fungi and yeast 

'Antimucosal properties nn 

'Excellent for those who jjL 

have trouble 


allowing pills 


Oil of Oregano 

• Hand-picked, wild-crafted Origanum vulgare oregano 
Certified organic product status 

•The whole herb is used to provide the natural . . 

synergy of active ingredients 

• Gently steam distilled for maximum ilOjjJ 

purity and potency IT 

• Minimum 80% 

guaranteed 


mJ- f-L. ™ 


GENESIS TODAY’S PURE GREEN COFFEE 
BEAN WITH Svetol® FOR CLINICALLY 
PROVEN WEIGHT LOSS SUPPORT! 

Scientifically proven to support healthy weight loss, 400 mg of the key ingredient 
Svetol® is included in every daily serving of Genesis Today’s new Green coffee Bean 
with Svetol®. 

Plus, Genesis Today adds even more pure Green Coffee Bean (GCB) extract that is 
standardized to contain a minimum of 50 percent total chlorogenic acids i 
an overall potent blend of all-natural weight loss support. 

• Contains scientifically-proven Svetol®! 

• Over 45% chlorogenic acids for the ultimate weight 
loss support! 

• 100% Pure with NO fillers, binders or excipients! 

• Developed by the trusted world leader in 
healthy superfood supplements! 

• Clinical studies demonstrated that the 
average Svetol® user lost nearly 6% of her 
body weight in only 60 days! 

WHAT IS SVETOL®? 

Svetol® is a form of Green Coffee Bean 
extract that features a unique process that 
extracts the most potent chlorogenic acids 
thought to promote healthy weight loss. It’s 
the SevetoKBs proprietary ratio of the key 
chlorogenic acids that are responsible for 
SvetoKBs clinically-studied weight loss success. 

The years of science behind this incredible, all-natural 
ingredient are evident in the results. One recent study on 
Svetol® revealed that participants who took 400 mg of Svetol® 
per day increased their lean mass to fat mass ratio by over 4 
percent and lost nearly 6 percent of their body weight! 

Additional studies have also shown that Svetol® can sup¬ 
port healthy blood sugar levels, which is the mechanism of 
action that is thought to promote weight loss. Svetol® works 
by slowing the release of glucose into the blood stream, 
which curbs excess glucose (blood sugar) in the blood 
stream that will turn to fat. Also, without excess glucose in 
the blood stream for your body to burn for energy, your body 
turns to stored fat to use as fuel. 

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OUR 100% PURE 
GREEN COFFEE BEAN AND OUR PURE GREEN COFFEE 
BEAN WITH SVETOL® PRODUCTS? 


Anti Viral Caps & 

Anti Viral Tincture 

• Helps to shorten the duration and severity of ci 


Echinamide Echinecea 


% e H«Slthy 

Cupboard 


Tanya and 
Ian Birrell 

Owners of 

The Healthy Cupboard 


The simple answer is that Svetol® is a “brand name” of green coffee bean extract, 
whereas our original Green Coffee Bean product features a generic green coffee bean 
raw material. Both are incredibly potent products and are loaded with over 45% chlo¬ 
rogenic acids, tons of healthy green coffee antioxidants and absolutely zero fillers. We 
recently expanded our line of green coffee bean products to offer a Svetol® option due 
to customer demand. However, our original formulation also packs an incredibly power¬ 
ful punch at a more affordable price tag! 


P213? (32EDSEKQ 

1 Of CLARENCE STREET 


RSKIKIffii 


£2s0S0g® 0©3 £os0 

www.healthycupboard.ca • healthycupboard@gmail.com 






















